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Johnson Amendment

Connor Johnson
The Dakota Student

White House Oﬃcial Photo
President Donald Trump has signed a ﬂurry of executive orders since taking oﬃce, and repealing the Johnson Amendment,
which prohibits non-proﬁts including religious organizations from endorsing or supporting political candidates, is one of his next
proposed targets.

President Trump vows to “completely destroy” the Johnson Amendment
Diane Newberry
The Dakota Student
President
Trump
announced at the annual National Prayer Meeting Feb. 2
that he aims to “totally destroy” the Johnson Amendment in an effort to protect
free speech for the nation’s
religious leaders.
The Johnson Amendment,
signed by President Eisenhower in 1954, prohibits
501(c)(3) non-profits (such as
churches) from campaigning
for specific candidates in political races.
If a non-profit were to
do so, they would risk losing their tax-exempt status.
Though the Johnson Amendment had been a target for

NTSB releases
ﬁndings of
investigation
into train
accident

the Trump campaign, this
is the first the President has
publicly spoken of it while in
office.
As the amendment stands
today, religious leaders are

Robert Wood, Associate Professor of Political Science and
Public Administration at the
University of North Dakota,
“in practice, enforcement has
been very low.”

“Of course, I have a personal opinion about how
the government should be involved in our lives, but
my call to be a pastor is to serve the gospel.”
Rev. Dr. Mark Bucchop, Pastor of Wittenberg
Lutheran Church

not limited in their ability to
campaign as a single citizen,
only from endorsing specific
candidates from the pulpit.
Even that restriction can
be flexible. According to

In this issue’s Features section

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
A UND student eats lunch at the Wilkerson Commons
dining center on Tuesday afternoon.

Wood goes on to say that
while he can recall select
times in high-profile cases
when churches were threatened with the loss of their
tax-exempt status, he “can’t

think of a single example” of
when a non-profit actually
has faced legal consequences
for political speech.
Rev. Dr. Mark Buchhop,
pastor of the on-campus Wittenberg Lutheran Chapel,
holds strong opposition to
political activity within the
church.
“Of course, I have a personal opinion about how the
government should be involved in our lives,” Bucchop
said, “but my call to be a pastor is to serve the gospel.”
Though he is personally
against the politicization of
religious services, Bucchop
claims that “it is already be-
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In this issue’s Sports section

File Photo / Dakota Student
Kaylin VanDomelen winds up a pitch against Weber State last season
at the Apollo Sports Complex.

Several days ago, the National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) released the
determined cause of the collision and derailment of two
BNSF trains in 2013, near the
town of Casselton, N.D.
A car in the middle of
a westbound grain freight
train derailed into the path
of an eastbound crude oil
train. The subsequent collision caused the locomotives
and 20 oil cars to derail. 18
of the tanker cars ruptured
and spilled 400,000 gallons
of crude oil, which caught
fire, prompting an evacuation
of 1,400
residents
“The fact
of nearby
remains
that
Casselton,
located 20
trains carrying
miles west
flammable
of Fargo.
liquids in
ForDOT-111 tank
tunately,
cars continue
none of the
to roll through
train crews
America’s
were intowns and
jured in the
cities.
Progress
accident,
toward
nor were
any injuries
removing or
reported in
retrofitting
Casselton.
DOT-111s has
Accord- been too slow.”
ing to the
NTSB, the
probable
Christopher A.
cause of
the colliHart
sion was
a faulty
axle on the
45th car of the 112-car long
grain train, which failed and
caused the car to derail in the
path of the 106-car long oil
train. The wheels of the grain
car had been remounted in
2010, and the NTSB said more
thorough inspection would
have detected the defect and
prevented the accident.
Aside from the faulty axle,
NTSB investigators also scrutinized the DOT-111 tanker
cars carrying the crude oil.
The accident came six months
after the Lac-Mégantic disaster in Quebec, where 74 of
the tanker cars derailed in the
middle of the town, killing 47
in the ensuing inferno.
DOT-111 tank car walls are
less than half an inch thick,
and the NTSB has listed them
as one of their most wanted
list of safety improvements.
“The fact remains that
trains carrying flammable
liquids in DOT-111 tank
cars continue to roll through
America’s towns and cities,”
NTSB Chairman Christopher
A. Hart said. “Progress toward removing or retrofitting
DOT-111s has been too slow.”
The deadline for replacing
DOT-111 tank cars with stronger and safer cars extends to
2029, according to the NTSB.
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Robert Wood is an associate professor of political science and public
administration at UND.

1 | Johnson Law
ing done routinely”
and he feels that Wittenberg’s stance on the
issue “sets [them] apart
from a lot of churches.”
Because the government has been conservative in their enforcement
of the Johnson Amendment, many commentators reject President
Trump’s premise that
his goal in abolishing
it is to simply protect
free speech. Professor
Wood not only calls the
promise a “gimmick,”
but also points out the
financial
implications
that getting rid of the
Johnson
Amendment
would have on campaigns.
If a non-profit like a
church were to be able
to directly campaign for
and support political
candidates, that entity
would also be able to

Despite this deadline,
BNSF has made steps
in improving safety of
their rolling stock.
“Since 2011, BNSF
advocated for a new,
stronger tank car standard and has worked
with our customers to
get safer tank cars into
service sooner,” BNSF
spokeswoman
Amy
McBeth said through
BNSF’s statement on the
accident.
“There are no legacy
DOT-111 tank cars moving in crude oil unit
trains on our network,”
McBeth said.
According to the
Grand Forks Fire Department, no tanker
cars filled with crude oil

freely donate money to
candidates without disclosing their individual
donors.
Effectively, abolishing the Johnson Amendment could turn churches into PACs and create
a “whole new avenue
for dark money,” a phenomenon that Wood
says is one of the “biggest concerns in our
modern political system.”
In order for President Trump to fulfill his
promise, a Republicancontrolled
Congress
will have to approve
a bill to abolish the
Amendment.
However, this is an issue that
Democrats, particularly
those in the Senate, are
predicted to fight hard
on.

use the rail yard in the
center of the city, however, DOT-111 cars can
be seen in the yard, and
may be filled with other
hazardous materials.
BNSF trackage in
eastern North and South
Dakota, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Manitoba are
operated by the Twin
Cities Division, headquartered in Minneapolis. When last inventoried in 2007, BNSF had
over 40,000 employees,
6,400 locomotives and
over 85,000 rail cars.
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“If a non-proﬁt like a church were to be
able to directly campaign for and support
political candidates, that entity would also
be able to freely donate money to candidates
without disclosing their individual donors.”
Diane Newberry, The Dakota Student
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House bill proposes welfare drug tests

Dave Owen
The Dakota Student

North Dakota legislators in the house have
continued this cycle to be
at odds with the North
Dakota state senate, oftentimes passing laws
which narrowly failed in
the Senate by spectacular margins in the house.
This week, yet another
such law passed 77-12.
This law was long
heralded by the political right as the just and
proper thing to do in regards to welfare. House
Bill 1303 is a drug testing
law for those on welfare.
This may or may not be
a good law, but first we
must dispel a few myths
about it and explain both
what it does and the intent of the law.
When people see such
laws, they are immediately fearful that mandatory drug testing would
be used as a vehicle to
take away welfare from
those who are already
receiving it, acknowledging the link between
drug use and poverty.
The
media
has
claimed this law is doing just that. In reality,
it serves a far more humanitarian purpose. Under the current version
of the law, anyone under
welfare would not have
their benefits cut for testing positive for drug use.
Rather, they would be
forced to enroll in drug
rehab/treatment
programs to deal with their
addiction issues, so long
as they continued to test
positive, or were on welfare, whichever ceases
first. As a result, this law
amounts to greater medical care for vulnerable
members of the community through a free
screening
mechanism,
something liberal media outlets should have
praised republican legislators for rather than
criticize.
In fact, this is the first
law I have reported on in
a positive light this legis-

L
T

A map comparing the amount of families who receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families to the families who need it.

lative session. It appears
the legislature has finally written a balanced
and nuanced law, which
both clearly identifies the
problem and provides a
bipartisan solution to the
issue.
Now that we have established what this law
does, we clearly need
to have a conversation
on what people thought
this law would do, deny
welfare for those using
drugs.
In order to have this
conversation, we must
first determine whether
welfare is a right or a
temporary gift from the
state to society. As far as
I am concerned, nobody
has a right to welfare,
but rather society should
strive to protect its vulnerable people and create temporary programs
to allow them to get back

on their feet after a hardship.
Establishing that welfare is a gift from a generous benefactor, we can
therefore compare it to

standing” and for those
on need-based financial aid, it’s mandated
a certain minimum attendance record regardless of your professors

cial aid. The same goes
for welfare. Someone can
choose to turn down welfare, simply by not applying or presenting the
documentation to con-

“My personal problem with them is simple,
presidents should not be able to unilaterally pass
laws with no accountability to the people.”
Dave Owen
things we as students are
familiar with like scholarships or federal nonloan based financial aid.
It is often in both of these
cases that minimum requirements be met.
Scholarships
frequently require minimum GPA’s far beyond
that of “good academic

policies and is why most
classes now grade to
some degree on attendance.
When someone gives
you a gift they have the
right to stipulate the
terms of that gift. If you
choose not to agree, you
can easily turn down the
scholarship or the finan-

tinue receiving it.
Even if this law had
done what liberals believed it did, there is
no legitimate argument
against having any requirements the state sees
fit put behind welfare,
since it is a gift contingent upon the beliefs of
those that are giving it.

Picture courtesy of slate.com

Much like federal aid
for schools, welfare is not
a right, but a society deciding to help out those it
feels sympathy towards,
and therefore society is
permitted to set any standards they so desire on
the receipt of such funds.
Even though, I am
personally against state
regulation of the use of
certain drugs, the state
retains the right to mandate what those receiving its aid can or cannot
do to remain eligible.
Remember, the law
does not represent what
is moral or righteous,
rather it represents the
limits on permissible behaviors for both the state
and the individual.
Dave Owen is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student. He can be reached at
dowen123455@yahoo.com

Making cannabis great again
Ian Collins
Contributing Writer

Throughout the creation or evolution of
our world, many species
have coexisted on Earth.
From single cell organisms to the complexity
of an elephant. Throughout the times, there are

So, that brings me
back around to the topic:
why is cannabis a schedule one drug?
After all the executive orders that have
been pushed through by
President Trump, this is
one order that should be
pushed. After all, most
everyone wants to see

legal drugs, cannabis
is the only one that has
actual health benefits.
Let me just list off a
few: it treats glaucoma,
can help reverse the
carcinogenic effects of
tobacco, helps control
epileptic seizures, stops
cancer from spreading,
decreases anxiety, THC

“It’s time we open out minds, take some
edge off and fly high as the United States.”
Ian Collins

things that have occurred and grown naturally; Grass, flowers,
fungi and cannabis are
just a few. Yes, cannabis.
Marijuana is a slang
term politicians slapped
onto cannabis to make
it sound scary and steer
people away from it,
thinking it is the devil’s
plant.
Before 1910, marijuana was not a word American culture even used.
Cannabis was used for
medicines and remedies
and was essentially an
over the counter ‘drug.’

this happen.
Approximately
51
billion dollars are spent
annually towards the
War on Drugs. In 2015,
there were 1.4 million
arrests for drug violation. 1.2 million of which
was only for possession.
Of the 1.4 million, there
were 643 thousand arrests for cannabis violation, and of that 574
thousand was for possession. That is an 89
percent arrest rate for
possession of a plant
that grows naturally.
When it comes to il-

slows the progression of
Alzheimer’s, eases MS, it
relieves arthritis, boosts
metabolism, spats out
creativity, soothes tremors from Parkinson’s,
protects the brain from
concussions and helps
veterans suffering from
PTSD. If that lengthy list
does not open eyes to
the bureaucrats in DC, I
don’t know what it will
take.
Medically it makes
too much sense to not
have cannabis legalized,
but unfortunately it will
take millions of dol-

lars away from the drug
corporations. When it
comes down to money
and greed, that is what
we know best in the U.S.
Cannabis does not
have to be recreational
to everyone, rather it
should be medical for
everyone. We can look
at the facts; it has helped

the economy in Washington and Colorado,
but I am just looking at
why it should be taken
off schedule one.
It’s time we open our
minds, take some edge
off and fly high as the
United States. Trump,
we have seen your colors, and you have shined

bright by trying to make
America great again.
Do what is right;
make America great
again, make cannabis
great again.
Ian Collins is a contributing writer for
The Dakota Student. He can be reached
at ian.collins@und.edu.com
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New Supreme Court Justice

Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
I wrote a piece in the
news section last week
about the nomination of
Neil Gorsuch by President
Trump. I considered it
one of the most inﬂuential
factors when it comes to
America’s future. To my
disappointment, the article
didn’t seem to attract as
many people as I thought
it would.
The problem is, too
many people don’t see
how the Supreme Court
of the United States (SCOTUS) can make or break
America’s future. Not only
is Antonin Scalia’s seat vacant as of yet, but there’s
a possibility another judge
may be appointed for a different seat in the future due
to several judges that are
approaching age 80.
The Supreme Court has
been a very inﬂuential factor in becoming the “ﬁnal
word” of law, sexual orientation or skin color are a
few examples of their rul-

such appointed.
The process to appoint
Trump’s nominee is going
to happen, in my opinion.
He is conﬁdent in his support of Gorsuch, especially
when he told Senate Majority Leader, Mitch McConnell, he could “go nuclear,
if needed” when it came to
Gorsuch’s appointment.
To my dismay, many
students are unaware of
the vacancy in the Supreme
Court after the passing of
Justice Scalia and the controversy surrounding the
appointment of a new justice. Filling Scalia’s vacant
seat required Republican
legislators to ﬁght for a
judge who held the same
ideals as Justice Scalia.
I wonder why so many
have forgotten the inﬂuence of SCOTUS. SCOTUS is responsible to help
America have a future
bound by constitutional
law that values all human
life and rights. SCOTUS
ensures each government
branch recognizes the limits of its power.

“In short, I believe the appointment
of Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court
is inevitable and will happen at some
point during the Trump administration.”
Liz Kacher
ings. Their rulings have,
over time, become normalized parts of society that
are bound by law.
It’s important to acknowledge that ﬁlling the
vacancy won’t be an immediate process, as evidenced by how Obama’s
nomination of Judge Garland was delayed for over
eight months. Just because
Trump nominated him
doesn’t mean he’s guaranteed the seat.
The appointment process includes the senate as
well. Article 2 of the Constitution requires the President to nominate a candidate to SCOTUS, and with
Senate conﬁrmation, the
appointment can oﬃcially
be made.
The ﬁght to appoint
Gorsuch has been met with
praise and disapproval simultaneously. Don’t get
excited, Democrat legislators. Republicans are the
majority party for this legislative cycle, and they’re
ready to ﬁght to get Gor-

The controversial immigration ban issued early
in Trump’s presidency
banned people from seven
predominantly
Muslim
countries from entering
the United States. A growing number of courts and
individuals have strong
opinions against the policies that Trump promotes
as seen with the immigration ban
The ninth circuit Federal Appellate Court upheld the previous appeal of
the immigration ban, so it’s
time to go SCOTUS.
Thus, the ﬁnal ruling
about the Trump’s immigration ban will fall into the
hands of SCOTUS. That’s
why we need to pay attention to the appointment
of justices who will work
hard to uphold the Constitution.
The nomination of Gorsuch shouldn’t be tied to
Trump’s tweets. It should
be seen as a vital moment
in our country’s history
that greatly inﬂuences our

Editorial Policy
The Dakota Student is dedicated to the
free exchange of ideas. Opinion columns
and letters to the editor will not be edited
for content reasons, except in cases of
criminal or civil liability. The Dakota
Student reserves the right to edit or reject
columns or letters for various reasons. The
ideas expressed in columns and letters
reﬂect the views of the writer and do not
necessarily represent the opinion of the
staﬀ of the Dakota Student.
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The Dakota Student is looking for
talented writers to apply for this and
next semester. Join a team dedicated to
bringing the news to the UND campus
and beyond.

future as a nation. The inﬂuence of SCOTUS has
a long history where I
strongly believe that they
have the ﬁnal ruling when
it comes to the law.
As an American citizen,
I value those in Washington D.C. responsible as the
ﬁnal word of the law — the
Supreme Court. I value
laws those who create Due
to the passing of Justice
Scalia just over a year ago,
a seat in the Supreme Court
became vacant. It’s remained vacant for a while.
The loss of Antonin Scalia left the Republicans and
Democrats at a four by four
situation of judges, making
it vital to each party that a
judge was appointed who
had their same political afﬁliation.
Obama’s choice last
year, Judge Garland, was
nominated back in March.
2016. It frustrated a number of Republicans, with
the claim that it is not traditional, his nomination
was blocked due to time of
the appointment being too
close to the general election.
The failed attempt to
ﬁll the seat by Democratic
legislators to be the majority in SCOTUS will inevitably allow conservatives to
dominate the direction of
law in the future.
Republicans were reasonable to block the nomination of Judge Garland. A
president does not appoint
a new Justice close to a general election. It naturally
falls into the responsibility
of the President elect.
I support President
Trump, aﬃliated with
the Republican Party, delivered a Supreme Court
nominee just as conservative as Scalia. Logically,
any party would want to
be the majority of the Supreme Court, since majority wins, after all.
He followed through
with the promise he made
early in his presidency that
he would nominate a judge
from a list of 21 people
where he could ﬁll the vacant SCOTUS seat.
The admiration Trump
had for Justice Scalia led
him toward Judge Gorsuch, a 10th Circuit Federal Appellate Court Judge
from Colorado.
Surprisingly, President
Trump’s former opponent
praised the president’s
choice of who to nominate
for the Supreme Court Jus-

Picture courtesy of the oﬃcial Facebook page of Neil Gorsuch.
Judge Gorsuch looks to have a positive eﬀect on the Supreme Court.

tice, according to CNN.
Justice Gorsuch is heavily
in support of upholding
the constitution, a commonality he shares with
Senator Ted Cruz.
CNN spoke with Senator Ted Cruz who explained his support.
“Judge Gorsuch has
demonstrated he is a ﬁtting
replacement, a ﬁtting successor of Justice Scalia—a
true lion of the law,” Senator Cruz said.
The matter of the fact is,
Republicans are in control
of the legislature. Presi-

dent Trump hasn’t even
had 100 days in oﬃce yet,
so we might as well accept
him, respect him and stop
spreading hate about him.
It’s time to move on.
In short, I believe the
appointment of Gorsuch
to the Supreme Court is
inevitable and will happen at some point during
the Trump administration.
The conservative tradition
will live on, but I am conﬁdent in SCOTUS to make
the best decisions for our
society.
I beg those against

Trump as well as Trump
supporters to support Gorsuch’s appointment to the
Supreme Court, as I believe
he will make decisions that
are best for our people.
Trust that Judge Gorsich
will be an excellent addition to SCOTUS and will
positively inﬂuence our
future.

Liz Kacher is a staff writer for the The
Dakota Student. She can be reached at
mary.kacher@und.edu
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Truth and reconciliation
#6 - Sticks and stones can break your bones - but words can break your spirit

Dakota Student / File Photo

The American Indian Center oﬀers support to enhance the education and experience of Native American students at UND.

Hannah Balderas
and Luis Calvo
Contributing Writers
Remember your first
Welcome Weekend? Students being dropped off
at the residence halls,
meeting
their
roommates, attending various events, and maybe
even attending a college
party for the first time.
Students are balancing
between nervous yet excited for what the year
will bring. But, it is not
always just nervous excitement for all students.
Hannah Balderas, coauthor of this article, is
a senior here at The University of North Dakota,
majoring in psychology/
pre-med. Initially, she
came to UND because it
was the only college in
North Dakota that offered the major in which
she was interested at the
time. Her heritage is Arikara, Santee Sioux, Little
Shell Anishinaabe, Mexican-American, Irish and
Italian.
“I recall my first big
day of being on campus
and assuming that UND
was going to be my new

home, where I would
continue my education. I
remember being called to
go to the Memorial Stadium to take a class picture, Balderas said. “As
I was making my way to
a seat, a UND Athletic
Sports member called
out to me using the word
‘squaw.’”
For those of you who

said. “When I was alone,
I cried and contemplated
whether I should stay at
UND. It was, after all,
my first official day here
on campus and I felt so
disrespected. I decided
to stay because I knew
there were other Indigenous students in the
same situation. In other
words, I stayed for my

them to also continue
with their education
when others made discriminatory comments.
An important takeaway from this incident
is that the name-calling
came from a UND student-athlete. Luis Calvo,
co-author of this article,
was a four year student
athlete and is majoring in

even charity events. With
the higher profile comes
higher
responsibility.
There are young children
in the community that
look up to us and it is the
student athletes’ responsibility to be aware how
their actions affect others.”
After the incident,
Balderas was self-con-

“When I was alone, I cried and contemplated whether I
should stay at UND. It was, after all, my first official day
here on campus and I felt so disrespected. I decided to stay
because I knew there were other Indigenous students in the
same situation.”
Hannah Balderas - student at the University of North Dakota
don’t know, it is a highly
offensive and derogatory
term to identify an Indigenous woman.
“Initially, I didn’t
know how to react because that had never
happened to me back
home in Twin Buttes,
North Dakota,” Balderas

people and used the insult to inspire me to continue to improve my education in and out of the
classroom.”
Balderas
continued
her education, took on
leadership positions and
while mentoring other
students she encouraged

accounting.
“I believe that student
athletes are leaders in the
UND community,” Calvo
said. “Student-athletes
take a higher profile by
having their names and
faces around the community through sporting events, media and
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scious about her heritage
and was not as open, but
through the months she
embraced her heritage
and sought to know more
about who she is. When
asked if she had seen
this happen to her peers
she said “Yes, mostly on
social media, especially
during the school’s logo
transition period. For example, a friend spoke up
about the issues with the
Sioux logo and was verbally attacked by other
UND students.”
When asked what advice she could offer, Balderas responded, “Educate yourselves about
racially charged issues.
Get to know your fellow
students so you don’t

have to make assumptions about them. Ask
them about their culture
and heritage which is
part of the core of an individual to learn about
what is important to
them.”
Sadly, incidents like
this aren’t only happening here at UND. Just
last March something
similar happened at the
University of Wisconsin.
The incident involved
several students rudely
interrupting a healing
circle, a ceremony aimed
to support the healing of
Native American sexual
assault victims. A group
of students yelled out
stereotypical war chants
during the peaceful ceremony.
A member of the Native American Student
Association at UW –
Madison, Emily Nelis,
said, “It’s a good time for
people in the university
to wake up to these issues that are happening
to our Indigenous students.”
This article was not
written to single out
wrongdoers or ignorance; but rather with
truth and, especially, reconciliation in mind. Our
first step is to acknowledge what has happened
and then to realize that
each of us can change for
the better.
Perhaps just reading
this article is a start to
help heal and reconcile.
May each of us make a
conscious effort to approach one another in
unity, peace and respect.
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Where do you wanna eat?

Pitting the three dining centers against each other
Jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
Vikings versus Packers. Yankees versus Red
Sox. 42nd Street versus
Columbia.
None of these debates
are the most contentious
on campus.
It’s a regular topic
for on-campus discussion; a conversation that
can make or ruin friendships.
Which of the three
main dining centers is
the best?
For some, there are
no favorites. For others,
a change in location can
ruin an entire day.
Kallia Rinkel is a
sophomore at UND. She
lives in the Fulton dorms
and prefers Squires over
Wilkerson and Terrace.
“Squires is so closed
off and intimate where
[Wilkerson] you can just
see everybody and everybody can see you and
they can judge you when
you laugh too loud,”
Rinkel said.
Rinkel has a laugh
that echoes across Grand
Forks,
meaning
the
judgement of her laugh
is something serious to
consider.
She also mentioned
that Squires is closer to
her Fulton dorm, making it easier to avoid the
harsh North Dakota winter.
For students like
UND freshman Maggie
Powell, convenience to
the classroom is more
important than proximity to the dorms. Powell
also lives in the Fulton
dorms, but the majority
of her classes are closer
to Terrace.
Powell eats breakfast
and lunch every day at
Terrace. She said one of
her favorite aspects of
Terrace is the “homey”
atmosphere it has. Not
to mention the ladies behind the counter.
“They’re
all
so
friendly,” Powell said.

“They’re always saying ‘eat more’ and ‘have
some casserole’ and it’s
just really cute. They really care.”
Those who eat at Terrace and Squires can easily notice a more comfortable atmosphere than
that of Wilkerson.
“[Wilkerson]
feels
more like a cafeteria and
not like a dining place,”
UND sophomore Dan
Martin said.
Wilkerson underwent
remodeling and was
re-opened in the fall of
2015. Powell noted that
Wilkerson has a cleaner look, while Geneva
Brandt is not as fond of
the new look.
“It’s almost colder
here because of the color
scheme,” Brandt said.
“It’s so gray.”
One of the more notable differences in Wilkerson was the lack of trays
for carrying foods and
drinks.
Powell
said
she
would find it more convenient if trays were at
Wilkerson.
“I know that it adds
dishes and costs money
and that’s something to
be considered.” Powell
said.
Immediately
after
making that comment,
someone had dropped a
glass.
“That’s
why
we
should have trays,” Powell said.
For Rinkel, having the
tray in Squires is nice,
but they aren’t a “selling
point.”
To even out the playing field, Wilkerson is
the only dining center
with take-out boxes for
late-night snackers.
Despite this being
a point for Brandt’s favorite dining center, she
brought the conversation
back to the overall theme
of convenience.
“I liked it better when
it was at Squires, because
then I didn’t need to carry a giant tray of food,”
Brandt said.

Wilkerson Commons dining center offers many options to the UND community.

As for the actual food,
it came down to personal
eating styles.
Brandt said Wilkerson is the best because
there are more vegan options for her.
Rinkel
voted
for
Squires because the food
tastes “fresher.”
Although
Powell
voted for Terrace, she
looked at the plethora of
food options Wilkerson
offers.
“It think it’s cool,
because (at Wilkerson)
you’re always going to
get pasta and always be
able to get a burger,”
Powell said. “At Terrace,
you never know what
you’re getting. You show
up and it’s whatever the
ladies decided to cook
that day.”
Whether it’s because
your classes are close,
or your dorm has a tunnel to one or because the
ladies at Terrace know
your name, everybody
has a preferable place to
eat.
For every person who
has a quick route to latenight, there’s another
who hikes to Terrace
twice a day.
Jacob Notermann is a staff writer
for the Dakota Student. He can be
reached at
jacob.notermann@und.edu
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The Squires Dining Center serves a wide variety foods to UND students, staff and faculty.

Daniel Yun / Dakota Student
Students line up for dinner at the Terrace Dining Center on Monday evening.

International House of Pancakes
Stephanie Hollman
The Dakota Student
In Grand Forks and the
rest of the country, IHOP is
synonymous with American breakfast dining.
The IHOP on 32nd Ave.
is no exception, and on Saturday and Sunday mornings, it is packed with families of all kinds, students
and honestly, people who
chose to go there because
the wait time is shorter than
that of Denny’s across the
street.
After 30 minutes of
standing in the crowded
lobby, my party was seated
by a kind waitress who instantly offered apologies for
the lengthy wait and took
our beverage orders almost
immediately. My order of
coffee came quickly and
just how I like it: in a liter
for easy refills. Their menu
is expansive, and includes
everything from breakfast,
lunch and dinner options.
Its breakfast menu offers guilty-pleasure breakfast items that, if ordered at
any other restaurant at 7:30
in the morning, would be
considered over-indulgent.

IHOP Review

Photo courtesy of Montserrat Galindo
IHOP (International House of Pancakes) serves a wide variety of breakfast and dinner entrees,
such as fluffy pancakes with blueberry topping.

Currently, their seasonal
menu includes bakery-inspired items such as red velvet french toast, cinnamon
roll french toast and sticky
bun waffles.
The red velvet french
toast is two slices of velvety
red velvet cake trying to
disguise itself as a normal
breakfast item. It’s fried in

a French-toast style, but instead of being soaked with
egg before frying, they use a
vanilla batter.
As if cake soaked with
batter wasn’t enough to satisfy those with the sweetest
of sweet tooths, the toast
was slathered with creamcheese icing. I enjoy sugar,
even for breakfast. Howev-

er, the red velvet french toast
is something that should be
sold as a dessert in itself and
not a side item to a breakfast
combo.
The cake was too sweet,
and the cream cheese made
it even sweeter. Though the
eggs and sausage should
make the entire meal more
breakfast-friendly,
the

toast’s sweetness overpowers the entire meal. The
cinnamon roll french toast
is not much better when it
comes to sugar content, and
I expect that the sticky buns
are just as sweet.
My
recommendation
when it comes to these seasonal bakery-inspired items?
Skip them in the breakfast,
unless you’d like to end up
with an upset stomach that
early in the morning. After
having dinner at IHOP (or
elsewhere), come back and
split one of them for dessert
with a few friends.
If you don’t enjoy straying from the ordinary, the
IHOP menu includes its Signature Favorites items, such
as the t-bone steak and eggs
and the big steak omelette.
Though it may also fall
on the over-indulgent side
of breakfast items, the big
steak omelette is a much bet-

ter choice than the bakery
items on the seasonal menu.
The omelette is full of strips
of steak, sliced mushrooms,
diced tomatoes and green
peppers. The combo includes sides of hashbrowns,
toast or fruit and three pancakes that you can upgrade
to one of the specialty ones
they offer.
With its vast menu options and convenient hours
(its open 24/7), the IHOP
in Grand Forks is a great
choice for a meal or dessert.
To shake up our normal dining experiences at IHOP, I
recommend ordering a few
different items and sharing
everything with a group of
friends.

Stephanie Hollman is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at
stephshollman@gmail.com

6 | Features

Features | 9

|

Schedule

8 | Sports

Friday, February 17, 2017
W Softball
EMU Madeira Beach Invitational

2/17 @ 8:00 a.m. - Central Michigan

W Softball
EMU Madeira Beach Invitational

2/17 @ 1:00 p.m. - Western Illinois

W Hockey
vs. Ohio State

2/17 @ 7:07 p.m.

W Basketball
vs. Weber State
2/17 7:00 p.m.

M Hockey
@ Western Michigan
2/17 @ 6:08 p.m.

M Basketball

@ Weber State
2/17 @ 8:00 p.m.

Senior send off against Ohio State

Lady Hawks look to sweep in last home series of the season

Jake Andersen
Dakota Student
The UND Fighting
Hawks women’s hockey
team is back home to take
on the Ohio State University
Buckeyes for one final
weekend series of games
before the WCHA playoff
next weekend.
The Hawks (13-13-6,
10-11-5-3 WCHA) come off
a stretch of disappointing
road losses to the No. 2
University of MinnesotaDuluth Bulldogs and No.
4 University of Minnesota
Golden Gophers.
“It’s most important to
get a couple wins get some
confidence and feel good
about ourselves and feel
fresh and make sure we’re
energetic and excited for
playoffs,” head coach Brian
Idalski said.
The four losses to their
WCHA foes ended the
Hawks’ hopes of gaining
ground in the WCHA
standings heading into the
final games of the season
and the WCHA playoff.
Instead, they will be
locked into fourth place in
the standings at season’s
end, regardless of what
happens against Ohio State
this weekend, which is
good enough for home ice
advantage in the first round
of the playoff.
“I just want to see us
compete and play hard, it’d
be nice if we put the puck
in the net a little bit that
was something last time
around against them that
we had difficulty doing,”
Idalski said. “They played
really well, we had 44-45
shots in each came and we
only came out with a couple
goals.”
That being said, the
Hawks want to finish out
the regular season against
Ohio State on a positive
note. They head into a
WCHA playoff that will
likely have to result in them
winning the playoff in order
to advance to the NCAA
national tournament.
UND will look to ride
senior goalie Lexie Shaw’s
solid play, as she has been
one of the only bright
spots during the Hawks’
four game skid. During
the losing streak, Shaw has
allowed only two goals per
game, along with a .921
save percentage, to teams
that score an average of at
least three goals per game.
Shaw has been consistent
all season long for UND, as
she places in the top ten in
goals against average (1.58),
save percentage (.932),
minutes played (1707:32)
and shutouts (six).
Shaw will need help
on the offensive end, as
the Hawks have been in a
slump as of late. Against
the Bulldogs and Gophers,
the Hawks totaled just
five goals in four games.
Forwards Ryleigh Houston
(6-16-22) and Amy Menke
(8-12-22) will be counted
on to break the Hawks out
of the slump against Ohio
State, as they lead the teams
in points, respectively.
While the Hawks look

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Members of the UND women’s hockey team pose for a team photo after competing in the annual Peter’s Winter Classic event on Jan. 16, 2017.

to take steps forward at
home this weekend, the
12-15-5 Buckeyes (6-15-5-2
WCHA) seek to spoil the
homecoming, as they look
to climb to fifth place in the
WCHA standings from their
current sixth place position.
Led by top scorer Maddy
Field (9-15-24), the Buckeyes
are coming off three straight
games that saw them gain
points in the standings,
including a shootout win
against St. Cloud State and
a shootout loss and win in
regulation against last place
Minnesota State. The latest
4-2 win against Minnesota
State gives them momentum
heading into their final
series versus UND.
“I think everybody
played well,” Ohio State
head
coach
Nadine
Muzerall said of her team’s
victory. “It wasn’t just one
line, there was a lot more
depth. We were executing
our breakouts better and
moving the puck north.
Last night there were a lot of
times we were trying to overhandle it and congesting
the middle of the ice in the
neutral zone. Today we
were moving the puck more
around the perimeter.”
While they won’t be able
to gain home ice advantage
in the first round of the
WCHA playoff by winning
a series against the Hawks,
they could jump to fifth,
which would set them up for
another matchup with the
Fighting Hawks in the first
round of the WCHA playoff
rather than MinnesotaDuluth or Minnesota.
“They
know
the
importance of these next
few weekends and the
points because of the
playoffs and the rankings,”
Muzerall said. “We all are
fighting for that fifth spot.
They are becoming mature
about what is at stake and
they are executing that and

they are very, very excited
about next weekend (versus
UND).”
Earlier in the season,
the Buckeyes took four of
six points at home against
the Hawks. three of those
points came in a 2-1 victory
in which Ohio State goalie
Kassidy Sauve stopped 43
of 44 shots. Yet, this time
around the Hawks look
to use home ice to their
advantage to finish the
season out on a high note.
This weekend’s games
will recognize the seniors, as
they take the ice for their last
regular season home games
of their collegiate careers.
Seniors include: Menke,
Shaw, Gracen Hirschy,
Jordan Hampton, Marissa
Salo,
Kayla
Gardner,
Halli Krzyzaniak, Annie
Chipman and Lisa Marvin.
The fans at the Ralph
will bid farewell to the nine
seniors in their last home
game of the collegiate career,
a bittersweet moment for not
only the athletes but coaches
as well. Battling the high
emotion as Idalski and the
coaching staff say goodbye
to another class of amazing
seniors, he admits there’s no
easy way about it.
“I don’t know if any
coach has figured that out
besides picture day and
senior night those are black
holes, emotionally,” Idalski
said.
Game one between the
Hawks and Buckeyes will
take place on Feb. 17 at 7:07
p.m., while game two will
be on Feb. 18 at 1:07 p.m.
Both games will be played
at Ralph Engelstad Arena.

Jake Andersen is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jacob.t.andersen@und.edu
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Taking Wildcats territory

UND hopes to jump to ﬁrst place in Big Sky with a win against Weber State
Adam Demoulas
Dakota Student
The UND men’s
basketball team head
into
travel
mode
after coming oﬀ of a
victorious three game
homestand.
After
Thursday’s
matchup in Pocatello,
Idaho the squad will
head to Ogden, Utah
to meet the biggest
competition in the Big
Sky: Weber State.
UND hopes to roll
with the momentum
after an impressive win
over the Idaho Vandals
88-65.
Contributions
from the entire Hawks
team worked in their
favor for the over 20
point blow-out.
Quinton
Hooker
ended
the
week
averaging 28 points per
game and 4.5 rebounds
per game, granting him
the opportunity for his
second Big Sky Player of
The Week honor.

Sophomore
Geno
Crandall earned his
sixth 20-plus scoring
game in only the last
nine played. Junior
Carson Shanks handled
10 rebounds in the game
against the Vandals
breaking ground for
new personnel records
such as a career high of
ﬁve blocks.
“Carson allowed the
game to come to him,”
head coach Brian Jones
said. “To his credit, he
hasn’t had a lot of size
to play against the past
few weeks. Sometimes,
when you’re 7-feet and
playing against 6’5”
guys, it’s not easy to get
into a rhythm because
the minutes aren’t there
for you due to matchup
problems.”
Stumping
the
Wildcats is always a
special feat, as they hold
the top spot in the Big
Sky Conference. The last
time these two teams
met earlier this season

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
UND junior center Carson Shanks tussles with Weber State’s
Jeremy Senglin (left) and Jordan Dallas (right) during a game
in January at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Center.

the Fighting Hawks
were able to slide by
with an 83-77 win.
“This team (UND)
has put themselves in

this position controlling
their own destiny,”
Jones said.
The
team
knew
what they needed to

accomplish this past
week and with the help
of the past three straight
wins
their
position
becomes a little clearer
for what will be needed
to ﬁnish the remainder
of the season.
The Wildcats have
been in the slumps as of
recently, barely walking
away with a win against
Portland State in an OT
ﬁnal 96-93 and falling to
Sacramento state 77-74.
Sacramento State joins
UND as the only other
team in Big Sky to defeat
Weber State this season.
“Sacramento
State
played terriﬁc with
urgency and a great
edge, and we didn’t
match their edge and
toughness in the second
half,” Weber State head
coach Randy Rahe said.
“We didn’t defend and
rebound the way we
need to on the road and
we let our guard down
a bit in the second half.”
Weber
State
has

been the wall that UND
hasn’t been able to break
through in the Big Sky
Championship in recent
years, but starting this
season
against
the
Wildcats with a win
could be the motivation
that the Hawks need to
get through this battle.
“If we defend the
way we did this week
we will give ourselves
a chance to win on the
road in the next three
games,” Jones said.
The
Hawks
will
head to Ogden, Utah
Saturday Feb. 18 in
hopes of taking over the
top spot in the match
against the Wildcats,
tip oﬀ is scheduled for 8
p.m. CT.

Adam Demoulas is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
adam.demoulas@und.edu

UND comes out swinging

Fighting Hawks start softball season with best record since moving to Divison 1
Jack Harvey
Dakota Student

The UND Fighting
Hawks softball team
will be looking to keep
improving from their
17-37 record last season
as spring tournaments
get under way.
“Getting stir crazy
inside, so it’s going to
be nice to get out on
the field,” third year
head
coach
Jordan
Stevens said. “We have
ten new people on our
roster this year and a
new coach. It’s exciting
things ahead for us.
We’re going to be young
and inexperienced, but
hopefully that’ll lead to
some exuberance on the
field.”
The goals set for
this young team, which
features nine freshman,
were made clear by
Stevens.
“Same expectations
we’ve had for the past
two
years
although
we haven’t met them,”
Stevens said. “The first
one is to get into the (Big
Sky) tournament and
gives us a chance to win.
We look a lot better this
year. I’m really excited
for this group.”
On the topic of such
a young squad making
an impact, Stevens was
quick to point out that
the first game will have
six new players in the

File Photo / Dakota Student
The UND softball team cheers on senior outﬁelder Nicole Babrowski (left) as she runs to home
plate after a home run against the University of Northern Colorado last season.

starting lineup.
This was back on the
first of February. After
going 4-1 in the LA
Tech Invitational, the
Hawks look to be on the
upswing.
The
win
against
Samford marks the first
time the Hawks have
won their first game of
the season since 2013.
“It was nice getting
our first of the year in the
opener today,” Stevens
said. “We were able to
finally come around
offensively and mount a

nice comeback late.”
After being blown
out by host school LA
Tech, UND came back to
win the next four games
to finish the tournament
at 4-1, the best start in
school
history
since
making the jump to

Division I.
The
Hawks
have
been helped out at the
plate thanks to freshman
Angel
Love
and
junior Taylor Nadler.
Love currently leads
the team with a .444
batting average as well
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boasting a .556 slugging
percentage, a .688 onbase percentage, and has
driven home three runs.
Nadler has been the
muscle in the lineup
thus far already going
yard twice to start out
the young season. The
transfer from Valparaiso
also sits at a .385 batting
average as well as a .846
slugging
percentage.
She also earned the first
player of the week Big
Sky Honor.
In the circle, redshirt
junior pitcher Kaylin
VanDomelen has been
lights out to start the
season. She was recently
named Madness Softball
Big Sky Player of the
week by College Sports
Madness as well as Big
Sky pitcher of the week.
VanDomelen threw
for 14 innings this
past weekend without
conceding an earned
run. She struck out a
total of 13 batters, seven
of which came in her
complete game start

against Incarnate Word,
and also picked up her
first career save.
She wasn’t done there
by being also being a
pain in the neck against
opposing
pitchers.
VanDomelen also batted
.294 with five hits and
also scored two runs and
had one RBI over the
weekend.
As the snow melts
away,
the
Hawks
will continue to take
part in warm weather
tournaments
until
conference play begins
on March 25. Until then
the Hawk will look
towards this weekend
as they will take part in
the EMU Madeira Beach
Spring Invitational at
Madeira Beach, Florida.

Jack Harvey is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jack.harvey@und.edu

